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Adding and subtracting fractions
Answers
GCSE Maths topic practice

This topic online

Q Answer Marks

1 5
8

1

2 7/9 1

3 7
16

2

4 11/20 2

5 a) 7/12  b) 5/12 3

6 She added the numerators and the denominators instead of using a common

denominator; also her answer 1
3

 is smaller than 2
3

, which is impossible when adding a

positive fraction. (Correct answer: 2
3

 = 4
6

, so 4
6

 + 1
6

 = 5
6

.)

2

7 a) 12/25  b) 11/15 3

8 2 13
20

3

9 11/24 2

10 1 7/12 2

11 7/20 litre 2

12 a) 4/9  b) 1/6 4

13 2 3

14 a) 4 7/12  b) 3 4

15 a) 19/40  b) 5/3 x 9/4 = 45/12 = 15/4 = 3 3/4 5

16 a) He subtracted the smaller fraction from the larger one, but you cannot take 3/5
away from 1/5 that way
b) 1 3/5

3

17 a) 4 1/6  b) 1 1/4 5

Full worked solutions, written out by hand, are on the solutions sheet for this topic.


